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	Purpose:
	This application pack assists potential researchers frame their research proposal for consideration by RSL Care. 

	Related Documents:
	Research Application Checklist


RSL Care is committed to the development and delivery of high quality care and to the fostering continuous improvement within the aged care industry. In doing so, RSL Care encourages participation in ethical research that may benefit RSL Care clients and /or the wider aged care community. This application pack was put together to assist researchers wishing to conduct research within RSL Care.  
Instructions
1. Researchers should familiarise themselves with the research protocol in section 1.0 of this application pack.

2. Researchers wishing to undertake research within RSL Care should then complete and return the application form in Section 2.0 of this application pack to: 

Jenni Marshall – Research Coordinator
Email: research@rslcare.com.au
Postal: Att: Jenni Marshall



301 Wickham Street




Fortitude Valley




QLD, 4006.

Researchers will be notified within a month of receipt of application of outcome.

1.0 RSL Care Research Protocol 
Research
Research is defined as the systematic investigation to establish facts, principles or knowledge and a study of some matter with the objective of obtaining or confirming knowledge.  Research may include human involvement which uses the collection of personal, collective or cultural data from participants or from their records. This may include their oral input or observed cultural activities, the testing of responses to conditions devised by researcher or invasive testing of new therapies.
Benefits of Research for RSL Care
When planning a research project, researchers are to clearly identify the expected benefits of their project.  These should also be identified in any application for ethical clearance, and information provided as to how the expected benefits will be achieved 

Police Checks

Employees, volunteers, contractors and consultants are mandatorily required to have a current satisfactory Police Check, in order to undertake unsupervised work in locations where RSL Care provides health, care and accommodation services. Therefore, all potential research partners (including research assistants entering RSL Care sites and services) must have a valid police check. If a valid police check is not available at the time of submitting the research application, a statutory declaration must be completed.

Ethics
Research involving human participation is subject to a variety of legal regulations, at Federal, State and Territory levels.  Researchers need to conform to relevant legal requirements and Human Research Ethics Committees (HREC) need to be satisfied that the conduct of research that they approve is lawful. All research undertaken at RSL Care involving clients, staff or client / staff information must have approval from a recognised HREC prior to commencement. 
Implications for Internal Research Requests
Internal research proposals involving human participants must be reviewed and approved by a recognised HREC.  HRECs are accessible through collaborative research arrangements with any of RSL Care’s university partners.  
The Application kit must contain:  

· The proposal outlining the project, 

· Approval documentation and HREC approval number (if available).

The research proposal must be presented to the Research Coordinator for consideration of benefit to RSL Care. The Research Coordinator will then forward the research proposal to the Research Advisory Team, who will then make a decision regarding the approval to proceed with involvement in the research.

The source HREC is responsible for maintaining a record of all research protocols received and reviewed, monitoring the research project, handling complaint procedures and they have the right to suspend the research.

Research in which RSL Care may be involved:
· Research involving persons with an intellectual or mental impairment

· Research involving persons in dependent or unequal relationships

· Clinical Trials

· Innovative Therapy or Intervention

· Epidemiological Research
· Research involving Family/Carers

· Research involving workforce 

Privacy of Information 
· A major application of the concept of privacy is information privacy:  The interest of a person in controlling access to and use of any personal information to that person.  It is this application of privacy that is considered below.

· Confidentiality refers to the legal and ethical obligation that arises from a relationship in which a person receives information from or about another.  The recipient has an obligation not to use that information for any purpose other than that for which it was given.

· Privacy is a broader concept.  A person’s interest in keeping personal information private related to anyone who might have access to that information, whether through a relationship or otherwise.

· Where personal information about research participants or a collectivity is collected, stored, accessed, used, or disposed of, a researcher must strive to ensure that the privacy, confidentiality and cultural sensitivities of the participant and/or collectivity are respected.  Any specific agreements made with the participants or the collectivity are to be fulfilled.

· Where the records and results of research contain information of clinical significance it is the responsibility of both the researcher and RSL Care to maintain the security and storage of records and results so as to enable any necessary follow-up studies to be carried out.

Recommendations
· Researchers without affiliation to an institution or organisation with a Human Research Ethics Committee (HREC) must ensure that the project is approved by an established HREC or alternatively, consider outsourcing the research project.
· There should be an agreement between the organisation and researchers that defines the approval, conduct and monitoring of research, and who carries legal responsibility for it.
Other Resources to assist in ethical consideration in research
RSL Care abides by all processes and approaches set up within the NHMRC Guidelines

2.0  Application Form
SUMMARY SHEET

	Title of Research
	     

	Type of Research  
	     

	Aim of Research
	     

	Ethics Approval Received?
	     

	Lead Research Organisation
	     

	Primary Contact
	     


	Other Partners
	     


	Other Contacts
	     


	Duration of RSL Care Involvement
	     


Proposed Focus: 

    FORMCHECKBOX 
Residential Care    FORMCHECKBOX 
 HomeCare    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Retirement Living  FORMCHECKBOX 
Whole of 
Business

    FORMCHECKBOX 
  Other________________________________

Proposed Areas or Locations that will be involved in the research?
	     



Do the research partners all hold valid, current police checks or have they made a statutory declaration prior to submitting this application? 

             FORMCHECKBOX 
     Yes            FORMCHECKBOX 
    No
Please attach Research proposal (no more than 5 pages).  The proposal should include:

· Research Background

· Research Approach

· Study aims 
· Expected benefits

· Budget if applicable
· Timeline
Has funding been obtained for this research project?

   FORMCHECKBOX 
     Yes, amount: $____________

 FORMCHECKBOX 
    No
What is the proposed cost to RSL Care to participate in this project?
Direct: $     ______________
Indirect & In kind:      ______________
SIGNATURES:

(Add signature boxes as required)

	Applicant Name
	Signature
	Role in Research Project

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     


RSL CARE USE ONLY
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RESEARCH TEAM’S RECOMMENDATION TO THE LEADERSHIP TEAM





         � Approved       �    Not approved      �   Further information required








Name: ____________________________        Date: _______________________





Signature: _________________________________________________________

















LEADERSHIP TEAM’S DECISION       








      �  Approved     �      Not approved        �   Further information required








Date decision made: _______________________________
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